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Association. Otherwise little remains of his official military duties,
except the power to recommend appointments to first commissions
in the Territorial Army.1 He may appoint not more than twenty
Deputy-Lieutenants, subject to the Crown's power to decline ap-
proval. The Lord-Lieutenant is the head of the county commission
of the peace, and custos rotulorum (keeper of the records). * He
recommends to the Lord Chancellor with the assistance of an ad-
visory committee, suitable persons in the county for appointment
as justices of the peace, except in such county boroughs and boroughs
as have a separate commission of the peace.
The Sheriff. The Sheriff is also a royal representative, who in former times
played a far more important part in county affairs than to-day. As
conservator of the Queen's Peace he had the duty to suppress riots, to
repel invasion and pursue felony and could call on the posse comi-
tatus 2 to assist him. He is still, however, the Crown's agent for the
execution of processes of law. He summons juries, executes the
judgments of the superior civil courts and is responsible for the
carrying out of death sentences.3 As a revenue official he collects
the Crown debts, such as fines imposed by higher courts and for-
feited recognisances and bonds. He is the returning officer in the
county parliamentary elections to whom writs for the election of
members of Parliament are addressed. His duties, as such, may be,
and generally are performed by the clerk of the county council as
acting returning officer. He is in attendance on the judges of Assize.
Some traces remain of the Sheriff's greater importance in former
times. The office is compulsory. Selection is by the Crown from
among three persons for each county nominated by a special court
which meets annually on November 12. One of these names is sub-
sequently "pricked" by the Queen at a special meeting of the Privy
Council. This court is a kind of reproduction under a modern
statute of the old Exchequer. Those entitled to sijt are the Lord
Chancellor, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Lord President of
the Council, and other Privy Councillors, the Lord Chief Justice and
the High Court judges. The qualification for the office is the holding
of sufficient land within the county to answer for any damages that
may be awarded against the Sheriff for neglect of duty. Various per-
sons are exempted from the office, such as members of Parliament
and officers on the active list of the regular forces. The expenses of a
1 For position of Territorial Aimy during and since Second World War, see
p. 409, post.
* The county levy, now obsolete.
8 Other sentences of criminal courts are carried out by prison officials or the
police, but the Sheriff remains responsible for carrying out any order unless the
duty is imposed on someone else: The King v. Lydford, [1914] 2 KJB. 378.
Committals for contempt of court are carried out by the tipstaff, an officer
of the court. The Sheriff executes judgments of civil courts through the bailiff,
a Sheriff's officer.